


The nonpartisan Arizona Center for Civic

Leadership at the Flinn Foundation

enhances civic life in Arizona through civic

education, leadership, and engagement

programs. The Arizona Civic Exchange—

CivEx—creates opportunities for the public

to become better informed and educated on

political and policy topics impacting their

communities. The prestigious Flinn-Brown

Fellowship fosters civic leaders in Arizona

by building knowledge, skills, and a robust

network to find solutions for Arizona’s long-

term issues. The Center promotes civic

engagement through the Civic Leadership

Collaborative by convening Arizona’s

leadership-development organizations to

advance the goal of building strong leaders

in every community in the state.

To strengthen civic

leadership throughout

Arizona, especially at the

state level.

Flinn-Brown Network &

Fellowship
Increase number and capacity of

potential state-level leaders.

Civic Education &

Communications
Increase awareness of civic

leadership opportunities, public

policy knowledge and the

importance of direct engagement.

Civic Leadership

Collaborative
Increase impact of local/regional

groups and local/state connections. 

Dawn Wallace

Vice President,
AzCCL

dwallace@flinn.org
 

Sara Larsen

Program Manager,
AzCCL

2016 Fellow
slarsen@flinn.org

Danielle Underwood

Program Coordinator,
AzCCL

dunderwood@flinn.org
 

OUR 
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ABOUT THE CENTER

https://www.instagram.com/azcivicleadership/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/azcivicleads?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/flinn-foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/azcivicleadership/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs74WTRYh9v5y9emDAuQeNg
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On January 29, 2020 we honored Nancy Welch

and her nine years of service to the Flinn

Foundation. Welch, who retired at the end of

2019, joined the Flinn family in 2010 as the

inaugural Director of the Arizona Center for Civic

Leadership.

New Year, New Beginnings

As the program director, Welch developed the

Flinn-Brown seminars that have attracted more

than 380 Flinn-Brown Fellows. Welch formed

relationships with the Fellows, which included

elected officials, policy advisors, and state

agency executives, and provided opportunities to

strengthen connections among Fellows with the

creation of the Flinn-Brown Network.

Welch also devised the Arizona Civic Exchange,

or CivEx, a four-week program about statewide

policy issues 

that serves for many as an introduction to Flinn-

Brown, and the annual All-Fellows Convention

that brings together each cohort along with

prominent local and national speakers.

The celebration, which was held at FABRIC in

downtown Tempe, was attended by Flinn-Brown

Fellows, colleagues, and friends. It also included

a proclamation from Gov. Doug Ducey, presented

by Flinn-Brown Fellows who serve in the

Governor’s Office, to honor Nancy for her work

to better Arizona.

“As Arizonans, we all

owe Nancy our gratitude

for her years dedicating

herself to the betterment

of our state."
Tammy McLeod, Ph.D, President & CEO, 

Flinn Foundation
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https://flinn.org/civic-leadership/programs/flinn-brown-fellowship/connect-with-flinn-brown-fellows/
https://flinn.org/civic-leadership/programs/flinn-brown-fellowship/flinn-brown-convention/
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Fletcher Montzingo

Senior Fiscal 
Policy Advisor,

Arizona Senate

 

Sarah Douthit
Chief Probation Officer,

Coconino County 
Adult Probation

 

Amy Love
Director of 

Communications,
Maricopa County 
Superior Court

 

CivEx: Fascinating AZ:
Our State’s People and
Public Dollars

CivEx: $1.1 Billion and
Counting: Exploration of
Criminal Justice Systems
January 30, 2020

Flinn-Brown Fellows Sarah Douthit (2013),

Amy Love (2019) and Josue Macias (2019)

lead our second CivEx session about 

 Arizona's criminal justice system. The

session topics focused on the role of the

courts, the functions of adult probation,

and a unique interactive look at Maricopa

County's criminal justice system mapped

with a Strategic Instruction Model (SIM).

January 23, 2020

Flinn-Brown Fellows Fletcher Montzingo

(2017) and Alec Thomson (2019) opened

our CivEx series with presentations designed

to create a framework for understanding

policy topics discussed in future CivEx

sessions. Presentations focused on the

basics of the Arizona state budget and

budgeting process and Arizona

demographics. 

In January, members of the public were invited to attend the Arizona Civic

Exchange (CivEx) series. CivEx sessions are designed to help Arizonans deepen

their commitment to public service, grapple with complex problems, and explore

different viewpoints. Some CivEx participants are preparing to run for office or work

in government. Some seek to help their organizations make a greater difference in

the community. Others want to deepen their personal civic engagement and

leadership outside of their day jobs. All CivEx sessions are built to emphasize

discussion with presenters and among participants.

CivEx Sessions

Josue Macias
Continuous Improvement 

Manager, 
Office of the County Manager,

Maricopa County

Alec Thomson

Executive Director,
Arizona Complete

Count Committee

 

Total Attendees: 60 Total Attendees: 50
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Next, Flinn-Brown Fellow Christine Thompson

(2017) of Expect More Arizona, and Fellows

Rachel Yanof (2018) and Breanne Bushu (2016)

of Achieve60AZ helped participants

understand Arizona's vast P-20 education

system. Thompson presented the Arizona

Roadmap for P-20 Education Funding and the

Arizona Education Progress Meter.

Following an overview presentation on

Arizona's attainment goals, the

Achieve60AZ team lead participants

through a roundtable discussion designed

to provide feedback on messaging for

helping Arizona meet post-secondary

attainment goals.

Over 351,000 people call 13 counties

outside of Pima and Maricopa home. Flinn-

Brown Fellows Terry Benelli (2011) and Mila

Besich (2019) provided insight and on

economic development, revitalization, and

what community development means to

Greater Arizona.

CivEx: What We Know and
How We Learn: Arizona's P-20
Education Systems

CivEx: Greater Arizona’s
People and Places

February 6, 2020

February 13, 2020

Christine Thompson

President & CEO, 

Expect More Arizona

 

Rachel Yanof
Executive Director,

Achieve60AZ
 

Breanne Bushu
Policy Director,
Achieve60AZ

 

Terry Benelli
Executive Director,

LISC Phoenix

 

Mila Besich

Mayor, 

Town of Superior
 

Total Attendees: 55

Total Attendees: 45
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March 2020 marked the month that Dawn Wallace joined

the Arizona Center for Civic Leadership as the new Vice

President of Civic Leadership. Over the last two decades,

Dawn has been privileged to serve in a variety of roles in

state government and has witnessed first-hand through her

work with elected officials, policy and political staff, and

community influencers, the impact of effective leadership

on public policy and good government practices that

ultimately benefits the quality of life of all Arizona

residents.

DAWN  OF  A  NEW  DAY

M
A
R
C
H

March  was  f ocused  on  r ec ru i tmen t  f o r  t he  2 0 2 0  F l i nn -Brown  Fe l l owsh ip .

We  deve loped  new  ou t reach  s t r a teg i e s  f o r  use  dur i ng  t he  app l i ca t i on

pe r i od  and  r amped  up  our  conve r sa t i ons  wi th  prospec t i ve  cand ida tes .

Al though  we  moved  t o  work ing  r emote l y ,  we  de te rm ined  t o  move

fo rward  wi th  t he  2 0 2 0  app l i ca t i on  cyc l e .  We  ad jus ted  our  ou t reach

p l ann ing  t o  meet  t he  new  v i r t ua l  env i ronment .

A  new  web  page  f o r  prospec t i ve  Fe l l ows

w i th  a t -a -g l ance  i n f o rmat i on  and  a  l i n k  t o

ou r  app l i ca t i on  por ta l

Soc i a l  med ia  t h rough  t he  en t i r e  F l i nn

Founda t i on  ne twork

P re - r eco rded  i n f o rmat i on  sess i on  web ina r s

and  l i v e  i n f o rmat i on  sess i ons

V ideos  t e s t imon ia l s  f r om  our  cu r ren t  F l i nn -

Brown  Fe l l ows

F requen t l y  Asked  Ques t i ons .

OUTREACH  STRATEGY

RECRUITMENT  TIME !

https://flinn.org/flinn-staff/dawn-wallace/
https://flinn.org/flinn-staff/dawn-wallace/
https://flinn.org/flinn-staff/dawn-wallace/
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After closing applications on April 27, 2020, we had a tremendous response of 129

completed applications! There is no doubt the unprecedented demand for the Fellowship

was due primarily to the support of so many extraordinary Fellows in the Network,

especially through promotion of the program with videos and other social media as well as

the continued recruitment from their personal networks. In fact, over 75% of our

applicants reported that they heard about the program through a Flinn-Brown Fellow.

COMPLETED 
APPLICATIONS

RECORD YEAR IN APPLICATIONS!

FLINN -BROWN FELLOW
REFERRALS

96 MARICOPA COUNTY
20 PIMA COUNTY

13 GREATER AZ

40% MINORITY 
APPLICANTS

52% WOMEN
48% MEN

40% GOVERNMENT
23% BUSINESS

19% EDUCATION
14% NONPROFIT

4% OTHER

129129 75%75%
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M
A
YP i c tu red  (s ta r t  t op  l e f t ) :  Mol l y  Edwards  ( 2 0 1 1 ) ,  Mark  Sande r s  ( 2 0 1 8 ) ,  Rosa l va  Z immerman  ( 2 0 1 8 ) ,

Amy  Love  ( 2 0 1 9 ) ,  Alec  Thomson  ( 2 0 1 9 ) ,  Brandy  Wel l s  F lo res  ( 2 0 1 3 ) ,  Cynth i a  See lhammer  ( 2 0 1 6 ) ,
Mignonne  Ho l l i s  ( 2 0 1 3 ) ,  Ju l i e  Katse l  ( 2 0 1 4 ) ,  B la i se  Caud i l l  ( 2 0 1 4 ) ,  R i cky  Hernandez  ( 2 0 1 8 ) ,  Chr i s
Math i s  ( 2 0 1 1 ) ,  F l e t che r  Montz ingo  ( 2 0 1 7 ) ,  Breanne  Bushu  ( 2 0 1 6 ) ,  Pau l  Br i e r l ey  ( 2 0 1 1 ) ,  Tr i s t a
Guzman  Glove r  ( 2 0 1 9 ) ,  Mi la  Bes i ch  ( 2 0 1 9 ) ,  Sa rah  Douth i t  ( 2 0 1 3 ) ,  Ga i l  Kn igh t  ( 2 0 1 6 ) ,  Chr i s  S to l l e r
( 2 0 1 5 ) ,  Zach  Brooks  ( 2 0 1 7 ) ,  and  Kate  Mor ley  ( 2 0 1 8 ) .

"The Flinn-Brown Network is

an incredible resource. I have

access to subject-matter

experts of all kinds that I

would never have met if it

wasn’t for the Network."

THE  REVIEW  PROCESS

Sarah Douthit

Chief Probation Officer,

Adult Probation

Department, 

Coconino County

2013 Fellow

We  r ec ru i t ed  2 2  F l i nn -Brown  Fe l l ows  t o  ass i s t  wi th  t he

sc reen ing  o f  app l i ca t i ons .  I n  t eams  o f  two ,  t hese  Fe l l ows

he lped  us  ca re fu l l y  cons ide r  t he  r ange  o f  occupa t i ons ,

pe rspec t i ves ,  know ledge ,  and  expe r i ence  wi th in  t he  coho r t .

As  impor tan t l y ,  how  t he  app l i can t s  desc r i bed  t he i r  des i r e  t o

improve  t he  s ta te  and  t he i r  commun i t i e s  we ighed  heav i l y  i n

ou r  dec i s i on -mak ing .  The  f i na l  se l ec t i on  t a sk  was  no  easy

fea t .  As  t he  prog ram  has  ga ined  pres t i ge ,  t he re  has  been

inc reased  compet i t i on  f o r  l im i t ed  i n t e r v i ew  and  semina r

s l o t s .  Howeve r ,  i n  an  e f fo r t  t o  accommodate  t h i s  demand ,

we  i n c reased  our  t yp i ca l  coho r t  f r om  2 5  t o  3 0 .  
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Will Barnow 

(Mesa, 2014)

Is now vice president of
government relations for Verra

Mobility in Mesa.

Joe Hughes 

(Mesa, 2014)

Is now managing director of
global government affairs at

American Airlines.

Adriana Garcia Maximiliano

(Phoenix, 2019)

Is now chief of staff for
Councilmember Carlos Garcia

at the city of Phoenix.

FELLOWS  ACHIEVEMENTS
IN  2 0 2 0

Trista Guzman Glover

(Mesa, 2019)

Is now director of Governor's
Office of Boards and

Commissions.

Chad Marchad 

(Tucson, 2011) 

Is now vice president of
the National Center for

American Indian Enterprise
Development.

Veekas Shrivastava 

(New York, 2012)

Is now a software engineer
for core services, The Knot

Worldwide.

Karen Francis Begay

(Tucson, 2013)

Is now assistant vice provost
for Native American

Initiatives at the University
of Arizona.

Troy Campbell 

(Mesa, 2018)

 Is now associate director for
off-campus student relations
at Arizona State University.

Joanne Keene

(Flagstaff, 2016)

Is now deputy county

manager in Coconino

County.

Stuart Noggle 

(Florence, 2015)

Is now chief technology 
officer at Woz ED, K-12.

*All Fellows achievements reflect the year 2020. Changes may have occurred since then.

*



"The Flinn-Brown Network

has been especially valuable

because of the variety of

intelligent perspectives,

allied efforts, and diverse

backgrounds of the Flinn-

Brown Fellows." 8
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The  2 0 2 0  F l i nn -Brown  Fe l l ows  were  se l ec ted  by  a  commi t t ee  o f  Ar i zona  l e ade r s :

S teven  G .  Se l eznow ,  pres iden t  and  CEO ,  Ar i zona  Commun i t y  Founda t i on ;  Tom

Bet l ach ,  pa r tne r ,  Spe i r e  Hea l thca re  S t ra teg i e s  and  f o rmer  d i r ec to r  o f  Ar i zona  Hea l th

Ca re  Cos t  Conta inment  Sys tem ;  Mar ia  Harpe r -Mar in i ck ,  Ph .D . ,  r e t i r ed  chance l l o r ,

Mar i copa  Commun i t y  Co l l eges ,  and  Sen io r  Fe l l ow ,  Co l l ege  Exce l l ence  Prog ram ,  The

Aspen  I n s t i t u te ;  t he  Honorab l e  E i l een  K le in ,  3 5 t h  s ta te  t r easu re r  o f  Ar i zona ,  f o rmer

ch i e f  o f  s ta f f ,  Gov .  J an  Brewer ,  f o rmer  pres iden t ,  Ar i zona  Boa rd  o f  Regen t s ;  Rep .

Dan ie l  Hernandez  J r . ,  Ar i zona  House  o f  Represen ta t i ves ,  J ack  J ewet t  Award  Winner

2 0 1 9 ;  Eve  Ross ,  J .D . ,  r e t i r ed  l e ad  hea l th  ca re  counse l ,  med ica l  produc t s  d i v i s i on ,

W .L .  Gore  &  Assoc i a tes ,  and  commun i t y  vo lun tee r ;  and  Shaun  K i r kpa t r i c k ,  boa rd

member ,  F l i nn  Founda t i on  and  Thomas  R .  Brown  Founda t i ons .

THE  "VIRTUAL"  SELECTION  PROCESS

Kevin Bonine

Director of Education

& Outreach,

Biosphere 2,

University of Arizona

2014 Fellow

2 0 2 0  SELECTION  COMMITTEE

Steve Seleznow

President & CEO,

Arizona Community

Foundation

Eve Ross, J.D.

Lead Healthcare 

Counsel, W.L. Gore 

(Ret.)

Rep. Daniel Hernandez

2019 Jack Jewett

Award Recipient

Maria Harper-Marinick, Ph.D

Chancellor,

Maricopa Community

Colleges (Ret.)

Tom Betlach

Owner, Betlach 

Counsulting; Fmr 

Director, AHCCCS

Eileen Klein

Fmr. Arizona State

Treasurer; Fmr.

President, ABOR

Shaun Kirkpatrick

President, Biotechnologies,

Research Corp.

Technologies
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2 0 2 0  FLINN -BROWN  FELLOWS

Watch the 2020 Fellows video here

3 1  FELLOWS
 

4  COUNTIES

1 7  WOMEN

1 4  MEN

5 2 %  MINORITY

3 2 %  GOVERNMENT

2 9 %  EDUCATION

2 3 %  BUS INESS

1 6 %  NONPROF IT

On  Ju l y  6 ,  we  announced  t he  se l ec t i on  o f

3 1  c i v i c  l e ade r s  f o r  t he  2 0 2 0  F l i nn -Brown

Fe l l owsh ip .  Fou r  coun t i e s  f r om  ac ross

Ar i zona  a re  r ep resen ted  i n  t he  new

cohor t ,  wi th  abou t  a  t h i rd  o f  t he  F l i nn -

Brown  Fe l l ows  f r om  ou t s i de  t he  Phoen i x

met ro  a rea ,  i n c l ud ing  F l ags ta f f ,  K ingman ,

Tucson ,  and  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime ,  Va i l .

Our  2 0 2 0  F l i nn -Brown  Fe l l ows  r ep resen t  t he

p r i va te  and  pub l i c  sec to r s  i n  a  va r i e t y  o f

f i e l d s—bus iness  and  i ndus t r y ,  gove rnment ,

nonpro f i t s ,  a r t s ,  and  educa t i on—and  ho ld  a

d i ve r s i t y  o f  pe rspec t i ves ,  expe r i ence ,  and

po l i cy  i n t e res t .

We  f ea tu red  t he  3 1  Fe l l ows  on  our  “Meet  t he

2 0 2 0  F l i nn -Brown  Fe l l ows ”  web  page  and

ind i v i dua l l y  h igh l i gh ted  t hem  t h rough  our

Tw i t t e r ,  Facebook ,  and  I n s t ag ram  accoun t s .

Watch  t he  2 0 2 0  Fe l l ows  v ideo  he re .

MEET  THE  2 0 2 0  FELLOWS !

https://youtu.be/7rHuCJFuMF0
https://flinn.org/civic-leadership/programs/flinn-brown-fellowship/meet-the-2020-flinn-brown-fellows/
https://youtu.be/7rHuCJFuMF0
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In the wake of George Floyd's horrific murder, and

the summer's following protests, the Arizona

Center for Civic Leadership and Flinn Foundation

reiterated our continued stance against racial

inequity and injustice in both our nation and state.

Still, we knew that we could do more to echo the

call to action by all members of our community who

have, are, and will always champion the rights of

every person to be treated with equal respect and

dignity. That's why we decided to partner with the

Arizona Community Foundation to organize a

virtual CivEx seminar chronicling the history of

Black Philanthropy Initiative. 

Hosted by Kim Covington - the leader of Arizona

Community Foundation’s Black Philanthropy

Initiative - and with presentations by Flinn-Brown

Fellow Teniqua Broughton (2013) and Flinn-Brown

Fellow Gail Knight (2016), the webinar drew more

than 100 participants from across the Flinn

Foundation portfolio of programs, including 65

Flinn-Brown Fellows. The CivEx recording can be

found here.

Lisa Urias

President/CEO,

Urias 

Communications

2011 Fellow

F
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OW
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T

Gail Knight
Governing Board Member,

Balsz Elementary School

District

Total Attendees: 147

Teniqua Broughton

Founding Executive Director,

The State of Black Arizona

CivEx: Black Philanthropy
Initiative - Health Care and
Education
July 29, 2020

"The Network has been a fantastic  

way to connect with leaders across

the state to address issues you'd

like to support or advance."

https://youtu.be/8PavLxJnw0E
https://youtu.be/8PavLxJnw0E
https://youtu.be/8PavLxJnw0E
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David Martinez III

Director, Capacity Building &

Community Engagement, 

Vitalyst Health Foundation

2011 Fellow

F
E
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SPOTLIG

H
T

I n  some  d i sappo in t i ng  news ,  we  made  t he  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  dec i s i on  t o  pos tpone  t he  2 0 2 0  F l i nn -

Brown  Fe l l owsh ip  semina r  se r i e s ,  wh ich  was  se t  t o  beg in  Augus t  2 0 ,  2 0 2 0 .  Af te r  many

in te rna l  and  ex te rna l  conve r sa t i ons ,  i n c l ud ing  wi th  t he  2 0 2 0  Fe l l ows ,  i t  became  appa ren t  t ha t

i n -pe r son  conven ings  o f  a lmos t  4 0  peop le  wou ld  pose  t oo  much  o f  a  hea l th  and  sa fe t y  r i s k .  

Seminar Series Postponed

CivEx :  Advanc ing  Educat iona l  Equi ty  Ser ies :
Engag ing  a  Conversat ion  for  Post -Secondary
Atta inment  i n  the  Black  &  Afr ican -Amer ican
Communi ty

The  economic  v i ab i l i t y  o f  Ar i zona ,  t he  sus ta i nment

o f  our  l o ca l  commun i t i e s ,  and  t he  amb i t i ons  o f  our

you th  hang  i n  t he  ba l ance  as  t he  gap  i n

pos t seconda ry  educa t i ona l  a t t a i nment  con t i nues  t o

w iden  f o r  s tuden t s  o f  co lo r  i n  our  s ta te .  Bu t  a

number  o f  commi t t ed  educa t i ona l  organ i za t i ons  i n

Ar i zona  have  begun  s ta tew ide  e f fo r t s  t o  t ack l e

sys temat i c  cha l l enges  t o  dr i ve  awareness ,  c lose  t he

gaps ,  and  i n c rease  educa t i ona l  a t t a i nment  o f

s tuden t s  o f  co lo r  by  2 0 3 0  wi th  t he  suppo r t  o f  a l l

A r i zonans .   

Hos ted  by  F l i nn -Brown  Fe l l ow  Ten iqua  Brough ton ,

( 2 0 1 3 ) ,  Execu t i ve  Di rec to r ,  S ta te  o f  B lack  Ar i zona

in  pa r tne r sh ip  wi th  Expec t  More  Ar i zona ,

Ach ieve6 0AZ  and  t he  S ta te  o f  B lack  Ar i zona ,  t h i s

C i vEx  add ressed  t he  d iagnos i s  o f  t h i s  i s sue ,  t he

p rognos i s  f o r  t he  immed ia te  f u tu re ,  and

presc r i p t i ons  t o  move  t he  need l e  t owards

success .  The  CivEx  r eco rd ing  can  be  f ound  he re .

Total Attendees: 276

Christine Thompson
President & CEO,

 Expect More Arizona
 

Rachel Yanof

Executive Director,
Achieve60AZ

 

Teniqua Broughton
Founding Executive Director,
The State of Black Arizona

"I have been called a "super user" of

the Flinn-Brown Fellows Network

because I so value the personal and

professional relationships that have

been forged."

August 26, 2020

https://stateofblackarizona.org/
https://youtu.be/Ztea1d7NBE4
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FELLOWS  ACHIEVEMENTS
IN  2 0 2 0

Chris Stoller 

(Washington, D.C., 2015) 
Is now the senior account

executive

at DCI Group.

Christopher Nagata

(Michigan, 2012)
 Is now the division

administrator for

Northwestern Medicine.

Jaclyn Boyes 

(Phoenix, 2019)
Started a new position as

senior career

specialist at Thunderbird

School of Global

Management.

Joe Fu 

(New York, 2012)
Is now the director of

strategic initiatives at

United Healthcare for the

greater New York City area.

Mitchell Moore 

(Phoenix, 2014) 
Is the new chief financial officer

for Arizona Centers for

Comprehensive Education and

Life Skills (ACCEL), in

Phoenix.

Ruth Soberanes 

(Phoenix, 2016)
Is now trade specialist at the

U.S. Department of 

Commerce/Commercial Service

in Phoenix.

Paul Allvin 

(Virginia, 2012)
Started his new role as vice

president of strategic

communications and

marketing at George Mason

University in Virginia.

Yan Gao

 (Phoenix, 2019)
Is now the engagement manager

at the Arizona Department of

Administration-Arizona Strategic

Enterprise Technology Office

(ADOA-ASET).

Stacy Reinstein 

(Phoenix, 2012) 
Is now the deputy child care

administrator for the

Department of Economic

Security.

Brett Rustand 

(Tucson, 2011)
Is now CEO at

Entelligence Federal in

Tucson.

Brad Williams 

(California, 2019)
Is now the director of civil

space programs at Tyvak

Nano-Satellite Systems, Inc.

Tony Cani

(Phoenix, 2014)

Served as the state director

for the Biden for President

campaign.



S
E
P
T
E
M
B
E
R

13

Mignonne Hollis
Executive Director,

Arizona Regional Economic
Development Forum

 

Russ Yelton
President,

Yelton & Associates
 

F
E
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SPOTLIG
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Total Attendees: 110

"I have learned an incredible

amount from the Fellows about a

broad range of issues and

concerns directly from the

people working on them. That

benefits me in understanding

how I might be able to help

Arizona achieve goals in other

sectors from my own position. In

addition to advancing Arizona, I

have also deepened and

developed friendships." 

People who work in rural economic development

believe their communities can be creative, thriving

entrepreneurial centers. Flinn-Brown Fellows

Mignonne Hollis and Russ Yelton share a passion

for rural Arizona and discussed how their work

has connected with rural communities. The CivEx

recording can be found here.

Hosted by 2013 Flinn-Brown Fellow Mignonne

Hollis (2013), executive director, Arizona Regional

Economic Development Forum, and Flinn-Brown

Fellow Russ Yelton (2012), president of Yelton

and Associates.

CivEx :  A  Tale  of  Two  Towns :
Rura l  Economic  Rev i ta l i zat ion

September 30, 2020

Kate Morley

Deputy Director,

Mountain Line

2018 Fellow

 

 

https://youtu.be/livrPq6E03s
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SOCIAL

EMAIL

PARTNER

Traditionally, the state of Arizona faces obstacles in

achieving a complete Census count due to a population

that is diverse, expansive and often impacted by

political rhetoric that magnifies these challenges. When

you add a global pandemic on top of that, these

challenges become even more exacerbated. by delaying

all in-person outreach and operations and then cutting

those operations short – Arizona’s 2020 Census

presented the perfect storm for an undercount. That's

why it was critical for us to remain focused on driving

response.

Fortunately, we knew that we could count on the Flinn-

Brown Fellows to help encourage participation before

the Census count concluded. Here's what we asked them

to do: 1) Engage on social media from personal and

organization accounts the week of 8/31- 9/6. We

provided this toolkit for sample posts, PSAs, video

content and even a draft script to record their own PSA!

2) Send an email to any distribution lists they have

access to, and 3) Think about hosting a Census

completion drive.

COUNT  US  IN !

“The  network is incredible and

it's diversity is a great value.

Flinn's ability to convene and

keep the momentum of the

network alive is impressive.

The program gives a full

spectrum view of the situation

in Arizona and opens your eyes

to what's happening a cross a

large variety of organizations."

Alec Thomson

Executive Director,

Arizona Complete

Count Committee

2019 Fellow
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https://app.box.com/folder/121614345855?v=FB2020CensusToolkit
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The Center for the Future of Arizona led a CivEx

discussion with rising leaders about the important

role young Arizonans have in creating a successful

future for our state. Attendees learned about The

Arizona We Want, a shared vision of success around

what matters most to Arizonans, and had a first look

at the Center for the Future of Arizona’s new Young

Talent Progress Meter.

Hosted by Sybil Francis, Ph.D., president and CEO,

Center for the Future of Arizona, with a panel

discussion that featured Kristi Tate, director, Civic

Health Initiatives, Center for the Future of Arizona;

Reetika Dhawan, associate vice president for

workforce development career & technical

education, Arizona Western College; Khara House,

director of community engagement, Bella Investment

Group; Flinn-Brown Fellow David Martinez III (2011),

director of capacity building and community

engagement, Vitalyst Health Foundation; and Flinn-

Brown Fellow Zach Yentzer (2020), executive

director, Tucson Young Professionals. The CivEx

recording can be found here.

David Martinez III
Director,

Capacity Building &
Community Engagement,
Vitalyst Health Foundation

 

Zach Yentzer

Executive Director,
Tucson Young
Professionals

 

Total Attendees: 103

CivEx :  Young  Talent
Progress  Meter :  The  Voice
of  Young  Arizonans
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Amid so many challenges, 2020 was a year of self-reflection for the Arizona

Center for Civic Leadership. It’s time for a new beginning and a new look.

Inspired by one of our state’s most iconic symbols, we reimagined our brand to

strengthen our connection with the Flinn Foundation. We remain committed to

our original vision—to educate, inspire action and build new generations of

civic leaders—and through this work, to improve the quality of life of every

Arizonan. 

October 29 , 2020

https://flinnfoundation.cmail20.com/t/i-l-maze-okrulttky-j/
https://flinnfoundation.cmail20.com/t/i-l-maze-okrulttky-t/
https://youtu.be/FbMXxOe4y_8
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Proposition 207 would permit the recreational use of

marijuana by adults in Arizona. What are the arguments

for and against the proposition? The Arizona Center for

Civic Leadership sponsored the “Morning Scoop:

Proposition 207” with the Arizona Capitol Times. 

The four-person panel featured Kirk Adams, former

Speaker, House of Representatives, and former Chief of

Staff, Governor’s Office; Chad Campbell, former

Minority Leader, House of Representatives, and Yes on

Prop. 207; Dale Guthrie, M.D., physician, Gilbert

Pediatrics; and Yavapai County Attorney Sheila Polk, No

on Prop. 207.

F
E
LL

OW
SPOTLIG

H
T

Morning  Scoop :  Propos i t ion  2 0 8

October 8 , 2020

What are the strongest arguments from the yes and no

campaigns on Proposition 208, which would impose a

3.5% income tax surcharge on taxable individual

incomes over $250,000 for single filers and over

$500,000 for joint filers? The Arizona Center for Civic

Leadership sponsored the “Morning Scoop: Proposition

208” with the Arizona Capitol Times. 

The four-person panel featured Flinn-Brown Fellows

Rep. Joanne Osborne (2012), member, Arizona House of

Representatives; and Flinn-Brown Fellow Dr. Risha

VanderWey (2018), superintendent, Tuba City Unified

School District. David Lujan represented the Yes on

Prop. 208 campaign and Jaime Molera the No on Prop.

208 campaign.

"The Fellows Network has been

incredibly useful to me in

career development and

personal growth. It is the foot

in the door that helped me land

in my current career path." 

Morning  Scoop :  Propos i t ion  2 0 7

October 15 , 2020

Ben Henderson
Director of Operations,

Office Colorado Governor Jared Polis
2014 Fellow
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Risha VanderWey, Ph.D.

Superintendent,

Tuba City Unified

School District

 

 

Rep. Joanne Osborne 

Member, 

Arizona House of

Representatives

 

 

https://youtu.be/ipFilV4n0AE
https://flinnfoundation.createsend1.com/t/i-l-mnkhlt-l-i/
https://youtu.be/p-qet8nLcrI
https://flinnfoundation.createsend1.com/t/i-l-mnkhlt-l-i/


Kate Morley (Flagstaff, 2018) 
Is now the deputy general manager

at Mountain Line.

Laura Dorrell (Clifton, 2017)

Is now the chief nursing officer at

Gila Health Resources.

Luis Heredia (Phoenix, 2013)
 Is now the state director for

Senator Mark Kelly.

Larry Sandigo (Phoenix, 2018)
 Is now the associate vice president for

external relations and community
outreach at the Arizona Board of

Regents.

Blaise Caudill (Phoenix, 2014) 
Has joined Southwest Gas as a

public-affairs analyst.

Jenna Goad (Phoenix, 2012) 
Is now the assistant to the city

manager for the city of
Goodyear.

Nicole Pasteur (Washington, 2013)
Served as the Arizona press

secretary for Biden for President.

Kate Radosevic (Phoenix, 2020)
Is now the Friend of the Farm

coordinator for the Arizona Food
Bank Network.

Eric Gudiño (Phoenix, 2012)
 Is now the federal relations

manager at the city of Phoenix.

Denise Taylor-Sands (Phoenix, 2015)
 Is now the environmental project
specialist for the Federal Aviation

Administration.

Marie Peoples (Flagstaff, 2015) 
Has been appointed city manager by
the Webster Groves City Council. 

Mattie Lord (Phoenix, 2015) 
Is now the substance abuse block

grant manager at Arizona Health

Care Cost Containment System.

FELLOWS  ACHIEVEMENTS
IN  2 0 2 0

Cynthia Aragon (Phoenix, 2015)
Served as the Arizona political
director for the Joe Biden for

President campaign.

18

An
Un

conventional Year
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The following Fellows had successful candidacies for office: Commissioner Lea Marquez Peterson

(2011), Representative Daniel Hernandez Jr. (2011), Representative Joanne Osborne (2012),

Representative Jennifer Pawlik (2018), Representative Aaron Lieberman (2017), Representative

Raquel Terán (2018), Tammy Caputi (2019), Becky Daggett (2014), Michelle Hess (2013), and

Chip Davis (2012).

FELLOWS  RUNNING  FOR  OFFICE

 Commissioner Leah 

Marquez Peterson
Rep. Joanne 

Osborne

Rep. Daniel 

Hernandez Jr.

Rep. Jennifer

Pawlik

Rep. Aaron

Lieberman

Rep. Raquel

Terán

Vice Mayor 

Becky Daggett

Councilmember 

Michelle Hess

Treasurer 

Chip Davis

Councilmember

Tammy Caputi

The following Fellows also ran for office: Coral Evans, (2011), Arizona House of

Representatives, LD 6; Jarrett Hamstreet (2017), Arizona House of Representatives, LD 15;

Debbie Nez Manuel (2017), Arizona House of Representatives, LD 26; Juan Padres (2016),

Pima County Supervisor, District 3; Jodi Rooney (2018), Yavapai County Supervisor, District 2;

Doug Von Gausig (2011), Mayor of Clarkdale (re-election).

Mayor 

Tim Elinski
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Total Attendees: 121

19

Total Attendees: 65

A panel of Flinn-Brown Fellows on the front lines of state

government’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic

discuss their involvement in responding to the pandemic—their

challenges, experiences, and outlook for future response and

recovery plans. Hosted by Flinn-Brown Fellow Daniel Ruiz (2015),

Chief Operating Officer for the state of Arizona, with a panel

discussion that featured Flinn-Brown Fellows Ben Blink (2018),

Policy Advisor for Transportation and Technology Innovation,

Arizona Governor’s Office; Sarah Pirzada (2017), Deputy Chief of

Operations, Arizona Governor’s Office; Jessica Rigler (2019),

Assistant Director, Arizona Department of Health Services; 

 Richie Taylor (2020), Communications Director, Arizona

Department of Education; and Alec Thomson (2019), Director of

Strategic Initiatives & Campaigns, Arizona Governor’s Office. The

CivEx recording can be found here.

A CivEx discussion with researchers from Arizona State

University’s Luminosity Lab—including several Flinn Scholars. We

learned how the team, including some students who are just

college freshmen and sophomores, are pursuing novel solutions to

some of Arizona’s pressing and complex societal challenges. The

CivEx recording can be found here.

CivEx :  Arizona ’s  COVID - 1 9  Ongoing
Response  and  Recovery—On  the
Front  L ines  with  F l inn -Brown
Fe l lows  i n  State  Government

C ivEx :Arizona  State
Univers i ty ’s  Luminos i ty  Lab

December 2, 2020

December 9, 2020

Alec Thomson

Executive Director,

Arizona Complete
Count Committee

 

Richie Taylor

Communications

Director, 

Arizona Department 

of Education

 

Sarah Pirzada

Deputy Chief of

Operations, Arizona

Governor's Office

 

Jessica Rigler

Assistant Director,

Arizona Department

of Health Services

 

Daniel Ruiz

Chief Operating

Officer, 

Arizona Governor's 

Office

 

Ben Blink

Policy Advisor,

Arizona Governor's 

Office

 

CivEx :  F l inn -Brown  2 0 2 1
Leg is la t ive  Prev iew
December 14, 2020

We continued our tradition of a Fellows-only event of a sneak peak of the 2021 Legislative session!

Our virtual event featured lobbyists Meghaen Dell'Artino of Public Policy Partners, Geoff Esposito

of Creosote Partners, Jay Kaprosy of Veridus, and Lourdes Pena of Triadvocates. These Capitol

insiders provided a dynamic preview of the 2021 legislative session, including legislation, the

budget and how the new political dynamic of the 2020 election was expected to drive topics and

issues at the Arizona Capitol.

Total Attendees: 108

https://youtu.be/hr-00IeKWOo
https://flinn.org/flinn-scholars/
https://youtu.be/LmfHsx2S-ME


Virtual 

Orientation
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Dec. 3, 

2020

Oct. 5, 

2020

Dec. 7, 

2020

Sep. 11, 

2020

Oct. 30, 

2020

Dec. 14, 

2020

Fellows Meet & Greet Reception

1:1 with Senator

Kyrsten Sinema

1:1 with Richard

Stavneak

1:1 with Mayor

Kate Gallego

2021 Legislative

Preview

20

Year  i n  Rev iew :  2 0 2 0  F l inn -Brown  Fe l lows
While the postponement of Fall Academy was a disappointment to the 2020 Flinn-Brown

Fellows, they did not want to wait a year to begin. They spent the fall and winter connecting

with each other as well as with civic leaders engaged in politics and public policy. In October,

the Fellows met virtually with Senator Kyrsten Sinema and discussed a variety of issues

ranging from the 2020 election to active federal legislation. In December, Richard Stavneak,

Legislative Budget Director provided the Fellows with a sneak peak of the status of the state

budget for the 2021 Legislative Session. Later In the month, the Fellows spoke 1:1 virtually with

City of Phoenix mayor, Kate Gallego. Again, the topics discussed spanned from transportation

policy to the city's pandemic response. While it was not a typical year, these activities have set

the stage for the Fall Academy in August 2021. 

As part of their cohort year, the Fellows are scheduled to have 1:1 conversations in spring

2021 with Senator Jon Kyl, Superintendent of Public Instruction Kathy Hoffman, Governor

Doug Ducey and Representative Tom O'Halleran. In addition, they will attend several

workshops: a) Boards and Commissions, b) Running for Office 101 and c) a facilitated

Strengthfinders training. 



The Arizona Center for Civic Leadership

at the Flinn Foundation

1802 N Central Ave

Phoenix, AZ 85004

Website

Thank you to the Thomas R. Brown

Foundations for their generous support of

the Flinn-Brown Fellowship. 

https://flinn.org/civic-leadership/
https://www.instagram.com/azcivicleadership/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/azcivicleads?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/flinn-foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/azcivicleadership/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs74WTRYh9v5y9emDAuQeNg

